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REPORT 


The  President  and  Directors  of  "  The  Blue  Ridge  Rail- 
Road  Company  in  South  Carolina" 

REPORT: 

That  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  Company  to  obtain  aid 
from  the  Legislature,  at  the  last  Session,  it  became  necessary  to 
restrict  the  work  of  construction  on  the  road  within  the  limited 
means  which  remained  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board.  These  were 
so  small  in  amount  that  immediately  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
Legislature  the  Board  issued  orders  for  a  general  suspension  of 
work  on  the  road. 

The  construction  of  the  road  was,  accordingly,  wholly  discon- 
tinued in  Tennessee,  and  also  in  Georgia,  with  the  exception  of  a 
very  heavy  embankment  known  as  the  Whitmire  Fill.  The  work 
on  this  embankment  was  continued  because  it  would  require  at 
least  a  year  longer  to  finish  it  than  any  other  part  of  the  grading 
in  Georgia,  and  because  it  was  necessary  that  so  large  an  embank- 
ment should  have  time  to  settle.  The  masonry  and  the  War  Wo- 
man and  Dick's  Creek  Tunnels  were  entirely  suspended. 

In  North  Carolina  no  work  has  ever  been  done. 

In  South  Carolina  all  the  grading  was  suspended,  except  the 
embankment  over  the  Seneca  Bottom,  and  the  deep  cuts  known  as 
Lomax's  and  Lawrence's.  The  contractors  on  these  sections  of 
the  road,  and  also  on  the  Whitmire  Fill,  were  permitted  to  con- 
tinue work  on  their  consenting  to  reduce  their  force  so  that  their 
estimates  should  not  exceed  a  prescribed  amount.  It  should  not 
be  unnoticed  that  Mr.  James  Lawrence,  with  generous  zeal  for  the 
enterprise,  offered  to  continue  the  work  on  his  contract,  without 
any  demand  for  payment,  until  the  company  should  be  in  funds; 
and  Mr.  Robert  A.  Maxwell  consented  to  demand  payment  only 
for  half  of  the  amount  of  his  estimate,  and  to  wait  for  the  payment 


of  the  balance.  The  aggregate  of  work  done  during  the  past  year 
on  these  portions  of  the  road  was  140,000  cubic  yards. 

At  the  time  the  work  was  suspended,  the  heading  of  the  Middle 
Tunnel  was  driven  through,  and  in  a  few  weeks  it  could  have  been 
finished.  Twenty  per  cent,  of  the  Saddle  Tunnel  was  done. 
Messrs.  Humbird,  Hitchcock  &  Co.,  continued  the.  excavation  of 
the  Stump  House  Tunnel  under  a  restriction  that  their  monthly 
estimates  should  not  exceed  ten  thousand  dollars.  The  difficulty 
and  hardship  of  dismissing  the  large  number  of  workmen,  whom 
it  would  be  necessary  to  discharge  in  order  to  comply  with  this 
condition  has  prevented  its  exact  performance.  The  length  of  the 
tunnel  is  5,863  feet.  2,375  lineal  feet  of  heading  were  done  at  the 
date  of  the  last  report.  Since  that  time,  employing  a  little  over 
one-third  of  a  full  force,  the  contractors  have  done  1,887  lineal 
feet  of  heading,  leaving  only  1,600  feet  to  be  done.  The  masonry 
at  Twenty-six  Mile  Creek  and  Seneca  River  was  continued  with- 
out any  restriction.  The  laying  of  1,569  cubic  yards,  since  the 
date  of  the  last  report,  has  completed  the  masonry  at  Seneca  River, 
and  the  masonry  for  the  viaduct  over  the  valley  of  Twenty-six 
Mile  Creek  has  also  been  finished  by  the  addition  of  3,543  cubic 
yards.  This  is  the  most  difficult  and  costly  structure  of  masonry 
on  the  line  of  the  road.  Indeed  all  the  other  structures  of  masonry, 
except  for  the  Holston  Bridge,  are  easy  to  complete,  and  are 
comparatively  of  light  cost. 

The  following  tables,  copied  from. the  Report  of  1858,  present 
a  full  exhibit  of  the  work  originally  to  be  done,  and  how  much  of 
it  was  completed  on  the  1st  of  November,  1858  : 


TUNNELS    IN    SOUTH    CAROLINA    AND     GEORGIA. 

Stump  House. 

Shafts,,  .total,  5,476  cubic  yards  ;    done,  5,276 
Length,       tC       5,863  feet ;  heading  done,  2,375 


Middle. 
Length, 

385 

u 

Saddle. 

Length, 

616 

tc 

6,864 

Dick's  Creek. 

Length, 

2,421 

u 

War-Woman. 

Length, 

1,945 

a 

385 
124 


Total, 11,230 


2,884 
255 
545 

3,684 


40  per  cent. 

20  per  cent. 

10  per  cent. 
28  per  cent. 
33  per  cent. 


SQUARE    DRAINS    OR    CULVERTS. 

So.  Ca total,  10,471  cubic  yds.;  to  be  done,     1,693  cubic  yds. 

Georgia,...     «     15,326     "         "  "         "    '     4,026      "       " 

Tenn "     13,131     "         "  "         "         7,883      "       " 

No.  Ca "     11,086     "         "  «         "       11,086      «       " 


BRIDGE    AND    ARCH    MASONRY. 

So.  Ca total,  28,490  cubic  yds.  ;  to  be  done,  16,174  cubic  yds. 

Georgia,...     "       7,347     "         "         "         "         4,594      '«       " 

Tenn "     13,081     "         "         "         "      10,498      «       " 

No.  Ca "     12,661     "         "         "         "      12,6<)1       "       " 


S.  C.  .52  m'ls,  total,  3,749,423  cub.  yds.;  done,  2,913,807 
Geo.... 17     "         «     1,362,643         "  "        570,626 


80  p.  c. 
42    " 


Tenn. ..53    "         "     1,812,373 
N.  C.  ..73    "         "     2,146,252 


411,649  23    « 


Total  Grading, 9,070,691         Total  done, .  .  3,905,082 


43  p.  c. 


COMPARATIVE    GRADING. 

South  Carolina,      52  m'ls. ; 3,749,423  c.  yds. 


North  Carolina,     73     "         2,146,252  c.  yds. 
Tennessee, 53     «  1,812,373     "" 


N.  C.  and  Tenn.  126     "         3,958,625     " 


3,958,625  c.  yds. 


AVERAGE    GRADING    PER    MILE. 


South  Carolina,  72,000  cubic  yds.  ;         Georgia,  85,000  cubic  yds. 
North  Carolina,  30,00       "         "  Tenn.,.  .  34,000       "       « 


COMPARATIVE    BRIDGE    AND    ARCH    MASONRY. 

So.  Ca 52  miles;   total, 28,490  cub.  yds. 


Georgia, . .  17  " 
No.  Ca.,..  73  " 
Tennessee,  53     " 


"       7,347  cub.  yds. 
"     13,081     "       " 
"     12,661     "       " 


143      " 


"     33,089     "       " 


33,089  cub.  yds. 


COMPARATIVE    TUNNELLING. 

So.  Ca. . .     52  miles  ;  total, 78,718  cub.  yds 


Georgia..     17      "  «       44,539  cub.  yds. 

No.  Ca . .     73      "  "       24,496     "       " 

Tennessee,  53      "  «         1,035     "       " 


143      "  "      70,070     «       "  70,070  cub.  yds. 


From  these  tables  it  appears  ''that  the  grading  in  South  Caro- 
lina is  more  than  double  the  grading  in  Tennessee,  with  the  same 
length  of  road  ;  and  is  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  grading  in  North 
Carolina  and  Tennessee,  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  miles.  The 
tunnelling  in  South  Carolina  exceeds  all  the  tunnels  on  the  line  ; 
and  the  bridge  and  arch  masonry  in  South  Carolina  is  nearly  equal 
to  all  the  bridge  and  arch  masonry  of  the  whole  Road.  The  cost 
of  the  road  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  which  is  70  miles  in 
length,  and  thirty-Jive  per  cent,  of  the  distance  to  Knoxvilie,  is 
fifty-eight  per  cent,  of  the  estimated  cost  of  the  whole  road.'''' 

If  the  quantity  of  grading,  masonry,  and  tunnelling  which  has 
been  done  since  the  1st  of  November,  1858,  be  added  to  the  quan- 
tities set  out  in  the  preceding  statement,  it  will  appear  that  of  the 
grading  of  the  entire  road  from  Knoxvilie  to  Anderson,  44  per 
cent.,  has  been  done ;  and  of  the  tunnelling  very  nearly  50  per 
cent.  ;  while  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  more  than  81  per  cent. 
of  the  grading,  and  more  than  60  per  cent,  of  the  bridge  masonry, 
and  nearly  70  per  cent,  of  the  tunnel  heading  have  been  com- 
pleted. 

Thirteen  miles  of  the  road  have  been  finished  from  Anderson 
to  Pendleton.  It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Directors  to  apply 
the  funds  of  the  Company  to  the  completion  of  the  tunnels  and 
bridge  masonry,  and  the  heavy  cuts  and  embankments,  so  as  to 
have  them  finished  cotemporaneously  with  the  light  grading  of  the 
road.  The  most  difficult  and  costly  part  of  the  construction  of  the 
road  occurs  in  the  first  sixty  miles  from  Anderson.  Within  that 
distance  the  Blue  Ridge  is  surmounted.  Beyond  that,  an  inspec- 
tion of  the  tables  of  "work  to  be  done,"  will  show  that  the  con- 
struction will  be  easy.  When  the  Rabun  Gap  is  reached,  the 
construction  of  the  road  can  be  rapidly  advanced  to  Knoxvilie. 
The  difficulties  of  the  work  occur  at  the  beginning,  in  South  Car- 
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olina.  Until  these  are  overcome  it  would  be  an  injudicious  expen- 
diture of  the  Company's  funds  to  proceed  with  track-laying.  For 
the  Directors  have  always  announced  to  the  Stockholders  that  un- 
less the  road  be  completed  from  Anderson  so  as  to  connect  with 
the  railroads  and  navigable  waters  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  at 
Knoxville,  it  will  not  compensate  for  the  cost  of  construction. 

For  more  detailed  information  respecting  the  progress  of  con- 
struction, reference  is  made  to  the  Report  of  the  Chief  Engineer. 

Colonel  Gwynn  re-affirms,  in  his  last  report,  that  which  was 
shown  by  a  detailed  statement  to  the  Committees  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, at  the  last  session,  that,  so  far  as  the  work  has  been  done, 
it  is  within  the  estimate  of  the  cost  which  he  made  and  submitted 
to  the  stockholders  at  their  meeting  in  1856. 

His  estimate   of  the  cost  of  construction,  exclusive  of 

the  equipment  of  the  road,  amounts  to. $7,725,677 

The   means  of  the  Company  consist  of  sub- 
scriptions in  South  Carolina $2,504,567 

Stale  subscription  to  Rendleton  Railroad...         43,500 

Private  subscriptions  to     do.  do 52,000 

Subscriptions  in  Tennessee,  North  Carolina 

and  Georgia 309,000 

2,909,067 

$4,816,610 

Guarantee  of  Bonds  by  the  State 11,000,000 

Subscription  by  the  State 1,000,000 

82,000,000 

$2,816,610 
Tennessee  State  aid 640,000 

$2,176,610 

Additional  subscription  by  the  State 1,000,000 


$1,176,610 

First  mortgage  bonds,  $1,500,000 — say  at  80  cents  in 
the  dollar,  $1,200,000— will  provide  for  the  bal- 
ance  $1,176,610 

It  is  believed  that  additional  subscriptions  will  be  obtained  suf- 
ficient, not  only  to  compensate  for  the  diminution  of  the  sum 
total  of  individual  subscriptions  by  death,  insolvency,  and  other 
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causes,  but  even  to  increase  the  amount  which  is  assumed  in  this 
statement.  Within  two  months  past,  two  counties  in  North  Caro- 
lina have  resolved  to  subscribe  each  $50,000.  Two  other  coun- 
ties are  expected  to  follow  their  example,  and  the  Board  have 
received  reliable  assurances  that  the  individual' subscription  list 
will  be  enlarged. 

By  the  Act  of  1854,  granting  aid  to  the  road,  it  was  provided 
that  the  four  companies  in  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  North  Caro- 
lina and  Tennessee  might  secure  $2,500,000  by  mortgages  of  the 
road  and  all  the  effects  of  the  several  companies  in  those  States. 
One  million  of  these  bonds  the  State  undertook  (conditionally)  to 
guarantee.  The  other  $1,500,000  were  to  be  issued  by  the  com- 
pany on  the  security  of  the  mortgages.  The  sum  of  $640,000,  to 
be  obtained  from  the  State  of  Tennessee  on  a  loan  of  its  bonds 
was,  however,  to  be  a  first  lien  on  the  road  in  that  State.  All  the 
companies  have  severally  executed  the  required  mortgages  to  se- 
cure the  $2,500,000. 

If  the  State  does  guarantee  one  million  of  the  company's  bonds, 
they  will  be  secured  by  a  first  mortgage  on  the  whole  road,  from 
Anderson  to  Knoxville.  The  amount  received  on  a  sale  of  the 
bonds  will  be  invested  in  the  construction  of  the  road.  That, 
with  the  private  subscriptions,  will  make  a  total  investment  in  the 
road,  of  $3,900,000.  This  will  be  the  amplest  security  to  the 
State  against  its  guaranty  of  one  million  of  bonds. 

If  the  State  should  subscribe  one  million  more  after  that  is  ex- 
pended, the  company  will  have  invested  $3,900,000  of  capital  in 
the  road.  On  that  investment,  it  should  be  able  to  borrow  an 
equal  amount,  and  the  aggregate  would  exceed  the  estimated  cost 
of  the  road.  More  than  one  of  the  finished  railroads  in  South 
Carolina  have  raised  money  on  bonds  to  an  amount  equal  to  the 
capital  paid  in,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the  Blue  Ridge  Rail- 
road Company  should  not  borrow  as  much. 

The  stockholders  and  the  Legislature  have  been  repeatedly  and 
fully  notified  since  December,  1856,  that  it  may  be  necessary  to 
call  on  the  State  for  a  second  additional  subscription  of  $1,000,000. 
If  the  State  should  make  that  subscription,  the  capital  stock  of  the 
company,  which  would  then  be  invested  in  the  road,  would  be 
$4,900,000.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  with  capital  stock  to  that 
amount  invested  in  the  construction  of  the  road,  the  balance  of 
the  estimated  cost,  $2,825,000,  could  undoubtedly  be  raised  on 
bonds ;  and  much  more  if  more  were  required. 


The  receipts  on  account  of  the 'road,  to  the  1st  of  November, 
amount  to  $2,709,950  83,  and  the  expenditures  to  $2,594,712  48. 
The  Treasurer's  exhibits  will  show  the  sources  of  the  receipts, 
and  the  several  subjects  of  expenditure. 

Under  the  Act  of  1854,  granting  aid  to  the  company,  the  City- 
Council  of  Charleston  can  have  no  representative  in  the  Board  of 
Directors,  because  that  Act  requires  a  qualification  of  $5,000  in 
the  stock  of  the  company,  to  be  held  in  his  own  right  by  a  Di- 
rector. 

That  qualification  can  serve  no  other  purpose  than  to  embarrass 
the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  company.  As  a  contribu- 
tion by  individual  subscription  to  the  capital  of  the  company  it  is 
trifling  and  nug'atory.  As  any  security  for  an  honest  and  faithful 
management,  it  is  altogether  insufficient.  The  Board  recom- 
mends that  application  be  made  to  the  Legislature  at  its  next 
session,  for  a  repeal  of  the  qualification  required  to  be  a  Director; 
and  that  the  City  Council  be  allowed  a  representation  of  two 
members  in  the  Board. 

At  the  last  March  Term  of  the  U.  S.  District  Court,  for  the 
Western  District  of  Georgia,  the  bill  of  Anson  Bangs  &  Co., 
against  the  Blue  Ridge  Railroad  Company,  was  dismissed:  the 
complainants  to  pay  the  costs.  Notice  of  Appeal  was  communi- 
cated to  the  President  on  the  8th  instant. 

The  construction  of  the  road  must  be  wholly  abandoned  after 
the  next  month,  unless  the  State  grants  aid  to  the  company.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  recur  to  the  action  of  the  Legislature  at  its  last 
session.  All  the  incidents  of  the  progress  of  the  bill  through  the 
stages  of  legislation,  showed  that  it  was  regarded  with  favor,  al- 
though it  was  ultimately  lost  by  a  small  vote  in  the  Senate.  The 
press  generally,  throughout  the  State,  deprecated  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  road  by  the  State.  Such  a  result  should  not  be  per- 
mitted without  a  further  trial. 

It  is  therefore  recommended  that  the  petition  presented  at  the 
last  session  of  the  Legislature  be  renewed  at  the  next  session,  for 
the  release,  by  the  State,  of  the  condition  precedent  to  its  guaranty- 
ing one  million  of  the  bonds  of  the  company,  and  that  the  Legis- 
lature do  give  aid  to  the  road,  by  directing  the  proper  officer  of 
the  State  to  make  that  guaranty  on  behalf  of  the  State. 

In  behalf  of  the  Directors, 

[EDWARD  FROST,  President. 
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Engineer's  Office,  Blue   Ridge  Rail-road.  | 
Pendleton,  November  8lh,  1859.  } 

To  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Rail-road 
Company,  in  South  Carolina. 

Gentlemen,— — 

Since  the  date  of  my  last  report,  the  completed  portion  of  the 
road  between  Anderson  and  Pendleton  has  been  worked  success- 
fully and  advantageously,  in  the  transportation  of  passengers  and 
freight  in  combination  with  the  hauling  of  stone  and  materials 
used  in  the  construction  of  the  Twenty-six  Mile  Creek  Bridge 

The  receipts  have  been  $7,500.  Although  no  paying  revenue 
has,  of  course,  been  looked  for,  from  so  small  a  fractional  part  of 
the  work,  it  is  a  source  of  satisfaction  to  know  that  the  receipts 
of  the  Pendleton  section  have  largely  exceeded  the  amount  pre- 
viously estimated.  And  the  business  of  this  section  has  steadily 
increased  from  the  opening  of  the  road. 

The  equipment  remains  as  it  was  stated  last  year,  viz.  :  two 
first-class  freight  locomotives,  one  passenger  coach,  four  box-cars, 
eighteen  platform-cars,  ten  gravel-cars,  one  crank  and  one  pole-car. 

The  progress  made  in  the  work  under  contract,  during  the  past 
year,  while  it  is  but  a  small  increment  compared  with  the  amount 
of  work  done  and  remaining  to  be  done,  is  nevertheless  large  in 
proportion  to  the  force  employed,  and  will  tend  to  show  what  may 
ob  accomplished  by  the  energies  of  the  Company  with  competent 
means.     I  will  therefore  give  the  process  in  detail. 

The  failure  of  an  appropriation  in  the  last  Legislature  necessa- 
rily limited  the  operations  of  the  Company,  and  caused  the  sus- 
pension of  many  important  contracts.  The  following  works  only 
were  continued  : 

1st.  The  masonry  of  the  bridge  over  Twenty-six  Mile  Creek, 
with  a  full  force.  Upon  this  work  3543  cubic  yards  have  been 
laid,  and  the  work  completed. 

2d.  The  embankment  over  the  Seneca  Bottom,  with  half  a  force. 
Upon  this  work  46,139  cubic  yards  have  been  deposited. 

3d.  The  masonry  for  the  bridge  over  Seneca  river.  Upon  this 
contract  1,569  cubic  yards  have  been  laid,  and  the  work  com- 
pleted. 

4th.  The  grading  of  the  21st,  a  heavy  section,  with  one-fourth 
of  a  full  force  ;  23,400  cubic  yards  have  here  been  excavated. 
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5th.  The  Stump-house  Tunnel,  with  one-third  of  a  full  force. 
Upon  this  contract  there  have  been  excavated  1,844  lineal  feet  of 
bottom,  1,887  lineal  feet  of  heading,  and  37  lineal  feet  of  shafting, 
which  completes  the  shaft  work.  There  have  been  driven  in  all 
4,260  lineal  feet,  of  which  3,700  feet  have  been  excavated  to  the 
full  section,  and,  in  addition,  560  feet  of  heading.  There  remains 
now  to  be  done  1,604  lineal  feet  of  heading  and  2,164  lineal  feet 
of  bottom  ;  slightly  exceeding  one  fourth  of  the  entire  tunnel, 
which,  Avith  a  full  force,  can  be  completed  in  twelve  months  from 
the  time  the  force  is  re-organized. 

The  works  above-mentioned  are  in  South  Carolina. 

6th.  The  Whitmire  Fill  in  Georgia,  with  one-third  of  a  full 
force.     Upon  this  work  62,058  cubic  yards  have  been  moved. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  Mr.  James  Lawrence  has  worked  his 
section  in  South  Carolina  with  a  small  force,  on  his  own  accouut 
excavating  8,642  cubic  yards,  and  relying  on  the  future  resources 
of  the  Company  for  payment. 

All  the  work  was  suspended  in  Tennessee.  In  North  Carolina 
no  work  was  ever  let. 

Adding  the  above  to  what  has  heretofore  been  done  and  reported, 
the  following  will  show  what  proportion  of  the  work  has  been 
executed. 

In  South  Carolina  rather  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  grading 

has  been  done ;   of  the  tunnel  excavation,  over  six-tenths  in  cubic 

•yards   and   seven-tenths  in  lineal  feet  has  been   completed;    and 

of  the  square  drain  masonry  three-fourths,  and  of  the  bridge  ma-' 

sonry  two-thirds  are  done,  and  one-fourth  of  the  track  laid. 

In  Georgia  upwards  of  seven-seventeenths  of  the  grading,  a 
fraction  over  one-seventh  of  the  tunnel  excavation,  two-thirds  of 
the  square  drain  masonry,  and  two-thirds  of  the  bridge  masonry, 
have  been  done. 

The  combined  length  of  the.  road  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
is  but  one-third  of  the  entire  length,  and  yet  its  cost  will  be  58 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  cost  of  the  road. 

In  Tennessee  about  thirteen  miles  of  the  track  have  been  graded, 
and  the  masonry  between  Knoxville  and  Maryville,  a  distance  of 
sixteen  miles,  has  been  completed,  with  the  exception  of  the 
abutments  and  piers  over  the  Holston  and  Little  Rivers  and  Pistol 
Creek,  and  they  are  in  a  state  of  great  forwardness.  The  distance 
between  Knoxville  and  Maryville  is  thirty  per  cent,  of  the  length 
of  the  road  in  Tennessee,  and  the  cost  of  the  grading  and  masonry 
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was  forty-one  per  cent,  of  the  cost  in  that  State,  according  to  the 
original  estimate. 

In  my  last  report,  I  stated  that  a  careful  and  most  minute  esti- 
mate had  been  made  of  the  quantity  and  cost  of  the  parts  compos- 
,ing  every  description  of  work  done  and  remaining  to  be  done  in 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  in  Tennessee,  between  Knoxville 
and  Maryville,  which  compose  64  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  the 
entire  road,  according  to  the  original  estimate.  And  that  this  re- 
vised estimate  had  been  compared  with  corresponding  component 
parts  of  the  work  embraced  in  the  original  estimate;  and  the  com- 
parison showed  that  the  road  would  be  built  ivithin  the  original 
estimates 

The  result  of  the  operations  of  the  present  year  exhibits  a  saving 
over  the  revised  estimates  of  last  year.  I  feel  confident,  therefore, 
that  you  have  before  you  a  very  correct  estimate  of  the  amount 
that  will  be  required  for  the  completion  of  the  road.  The  losses 
occasioned  by  the  frequent  suspensions  of  the  work  can,  up  to 
this  time,  be  nearly  borne  by  the  estimates. 

In  regard  to  the  advantages  commensurate  with  the  outlay,  in 
my  report  of  1856,  (although  not  strictly  coming  within  my  pro- 
vince,) I  took  occasion  to  express  my  views.  Subsequent  reflec- 
tion and  observation  have  strengthened  and  confirmed  those  views. 
Looking  to  the  important  tributary  roads,  and  the  large  tonnage  on 
the  way-side,  in  mineral  and  agricultural  products,  and  to  the  pro- 
ductiveness of  the  extensive  region  upon  which  the  road  opens  by  its 
connections  at  its  western  terminus,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  ex- 
pectations of  its  friends  will  be  realized.  Any  estimate  that  might 
now  be  made  of  the  revenue  of  the  road  would  probably  be  some- 
what as  disproportionate  to  the  results  twenty  years  hence,  as  the 
estimate  of  the  income  of  the  railroad  from  Charleston  to  Hamburg, 
made  thirty  years  ago,  compared  with  its  present  receipts.  Then 
the  revenue  from  cotton  was  estimated  at  $50,000;  return  freight, 
$50,000;  passengers,  (ten  per  day,)  $25,500;  mail,  $7,000;  and 
tolls  derivable  from  bridges,  $2,000 ;  making  in  the  aggregate 
$134,500.  This  estimate,  so  startling  as  to  subject  the  gentleman 
who  computed  it  to  imputations  derogatory  to  his  character  as  a 
man  of  judgment  and  discretion,  has  been  exceeded  more  than  ten- 
fold— the  receipts  of  the  South  Carolina  Railroad  now  amount  to 
upwards  of  a  million  and  a  half  dollars. 

In  lieu  of  any  recast  or  new  version  of  the  views  I  have  hereto- 
fore expressed,  I  beg  leave  to  add  a  few  extracts  from  my  report 
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of  1856,  before  referred  to  in  regard  to  the  character  and  impor- 
tance of  the  work  : 

"Upon  the  whole  line  of  the  Railroad,  from  west  to  east,  being  in 
the  direction  of  the  heaviest  traffic,  there  will  be  no  grade  exceed- 
ing forty-five  feet  to  the  mile,  and  from  east  to  west,  being  in  the 
direction  of  the  lightest  trade,  there  will  be  no  grade  exceeding 
seventy  feet  to  the  mile." 

"The  grades  on  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad,  going 
eastward,' are  sixty-eight  feeMo  the  mile;  on  the  Virginia  Central 
Railroad,  seventy-two  feet;  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  feet  ;  on  the  Pennsylvania  Central  Rail- 
road, fifty-three  feet ;  on  the  Sunbejry  and  Erie  Railroad,  fifty-two 
feet  to  the  mile,  and  on  the  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad,  sixty 
feet  to  the  mile.  The  minimum  radius  of  curvature  is  about  the 
same  on  all  these  roads  as  on  the  Blue  Ridge  Railroad." 

"  The  length  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Railroad  is  one  hundred  and 
ninety-five  miles,  seven  hundred  and  fifty-nine  feet.  At  Knoxville 
it  unites  with  the  East  Tennessee  and  Georgia,  the  East  Tennes- 
see and  Virginia,  and  Knoxville  and  Kentucky  Railroads.  The 
last-mentioned  road  connects  with  the  Danville  and  Lexington,  and 
Lexington  and  Covington  Railroads,  thus  forming  a  line  to  Cincin- 
nati, from  which  there  are  arms  thrown  off  to  the  Ohio  at  Louis- 
ville and  Cairo,  and  to  New  Madrid  on  the  Mississippi.  Assuming 
Cincinnati  as  the  starting  point,  as  in  fact  it  is,  of  all  the  railroads 
between  the  Ohio  and  Atlantic  border,  the  distance  to  Charleston 
will  be  about  the  same  as  to  Richmond,  Baltimore  and  Philadel- 
phia, with  the  advantage  on  the  side  of  Charleston  of  an  hour's 
sail  to  the  ocean,  against  probably  several  days'  sail,  or  the  expense 
of  a  steam-tug  to  an  offing,  from  either  place.  To  New  York,  the 
distance  in  favor  of  Charleston  is  two  hundred  miles,  and  to  Nor-, 
folk  eighty  miles." 

"From  the  brief  description  here  given  of  the  character  of  the 
route  proposed  for  the  railroad,  and  the  hasty  parallel  I  have 
drawn,  it  must  be  apparent  to  all,  that  by  means  of  such  mode- 
rate grades,  low  summit,  equal  curvature  and  distance,  and  small 
extent  of  mountain  region,  it  might  not  only  challenge  a  compari- 
son with,  but  might  justly  claim  preeminence  over,  all  other  lines 
of  railroad  communications,  whelherexecuted  or  projected,  between 
the  eastern  and  western  waters." 

"  The  object  especially  aimed  at  by  this  improvement,  is  to  put 
Charleston  in  direct  communication  with  the  Ohio  River,  to  draw 
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the  vast  trade  by  the  way-side,  now  directed  to  points  less  conge- 
nial, and  to  enable  her,  by  a  line  possessing  superior  advantages, 
not  only  to  grasp. the  rich  stores  south  of  the  Ohio,  but  to  compete 
for  the  trade  north  of  the  Ohio  to  the  lakes,  and  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  Missouri." 

"That  she  will  be  enabled  to  do  so  successfully,  I  entertain  no 
doubt,  for  the  trade  south  of  the  Ohio  River,  and  extending  west  on 
a,  parallel  with  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  across  the  Mississippi  River, 
even  to  the  confines  of  civilization,  from  its  geographical  position, 
must  come  to  Charleston,  and  may  be  looked  to  with  confidence, 
both  as  a  profit  to  the  road  and  an  increase  to  the  trade  of  the  city. 
At  Cincinnati,  with  railroad  distance  about  the  same  to  Richmond, 
Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  with  the  advantages  of  her  greater 
proximity  to  the  ocean,  Charleston  may  boldly  enter  into  compe- 
tition, with  a  confidence  of  participating  in  a  full  share  of  the  one 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  trade,  import  and  export,  which 
centres  there.  On  the  north  of  the  Ohio,  taking  Indianapolis  as  a 
centre,  and  the  distance  to  Charleston  as  a  radius,  it  will  be  found  by 
sweeping  the  circle  around  the  coast,  that  Charleston  maintains  her 
equality  of  distance  with  Richmond,  Norfolk,  Baltimore  and  Phila- 
delphia, reckoning  to  the  Atlantic  border,  and  maintains  her  ad- 
vantage of  Railroad  distance  over  New  York.  Surely,  then,  she 
may  count  on  the  extension  of  her  trade  to  the  north  of  the  Ohio 
River,  from  Louisville  as  far  as  Lake  Michigan;  to  the  east,  from 
Indianapolis,  as  far  as  the  State  of  Ohio;  and  to  the  west  and 
north-west  to  an  indefinite  extent,  embracing  the  upper  waters  of 
the  Missouri.  But  for  those  who  may  not  be  disposed  to  take  so. 
wide  a  range,  though  I  consider  it  within  legitimate  bounds,  I 
would  submit  that  the  Blue  Ridge  Railroad,  as  the  connecting 
link  to  this  vast  chain  of  railroad  communication,  now  in  progress 
to  the  north-west,  and  destined,  ultimately,  to  reach  the  Pacific, 
will  at  least  be  to  Charleston  and  South  Carolina,  what  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  Railroad  is  to  Baltimore  and  Maryland  ;  the  Penn- 
sylvania Central  Railroad  to  Philadelphia  and  Pennsylvania,  and 
the  New  York  and  Erie  Railroad  to  the  State  and  City  of  New 
York — a  copious  source  of  income — a  vast  influx  of  trade  and  an 
immense  expansion  of  commerce." 

"  The  increase  in  the  value  of  property  in  Charleston,  and  in 
the  State  generally,  consequent  upon  the  comparatively  small 
amount  of  trade  derived  from  the  South  Carolina  Railroad,  may 
serve  somewhat  as  an  illustration  of  the  value  of  the  trade,  and  the 
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concomitant  benefits  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Railroad.  A  reference  to 
the  statistics  of  Carolina  roads,  will  show  that  property  and  trade 
has,  within  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  since  the  completion  of  the 
South  Carolina  Railroad,  increased  in  a  greater  degree  on  the 
Neck,  in  Colleton,  Barnwell,  Orangeburg,  and  Edgefield,  than  in 
any  other  portion  of  the  State."  And  that  land  all  along  the  road 
to  Hamburg  and  Columbia,  for  five  miles  each  side  of  it,  has 
appreciated  in  value  since  its  construction,  fifty,  five  hundred,  and, 
in  some  cases,  five  thousand  per  cent.  ;  and  where,  before  its  con- 
struction, there  were  not  $20,000  of  trade,  there  is  now  upwards 
of  $250,000.  The  valuation  of  property  on  the  South  Carolina 
Railroad,  compared  before  and  since  its  construction,  shows  : 
1830,  $11,337,012;  1846,  $19,075,157— gain,  $7,638,154.  The 
City  of  Charleston  shows  real  estate  : — 1830,  $8,366,914 ;  1840, 
$13,527,743— gain,  $5,160,829.  In  1856,  the  real  estate  of  Char- 
leston was  estimated  at  $22,236,227. — (See  Report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ways  and  Means,  made  to  the  City  Council,  April,  1857, 
page  43.) 

"  I  do  not  feel  myself  at  liberty  to  transcend  my  province  and 
enter  into  the  details  of  an  estimate  of  the  probable  dividends  of 
the  Blue  Ridge  Railroad.  I  will  say,  however,  1  have  no  doubt  of 
an  immediate  income,  for  a  large  trade  is  now  ready  to  take  the 
Blue  Ridge  Railroad  to  Charleston  as  soon  as  completed.  A  le- 
gitimate estimate,  based  on  the  foregoing  considerations,  with  a 
view  to  arrive  at  the  vast  amount  of  the  commerce  of  the  region 
coming  within  the  influence  of  the  Railroad,  when  filled  with  in- 
habitants, would  excite  the  incredulity  of  the  most  sanguine,  by 
results  far  transcending  what  we  are  accustomed  to  contemplate. 
And  that,  under  its  creative  influence,  tillage  in  the  mountain 
region  would  take  the  place  of  grazing,  the  settlement  of  the 
country  would  be  hastened,  wild  lands  cleared,  the  arable  surface 
widened,  population  extended,  and  the  annual  product  of  land  and 
Jabor  rapidly  and  greatly  augmented.  Internal  commerce  would 
progress  in  a  corresponding  ratio,  giving  rise  to  the  speedy  growth 
of  towns  along  the  line,  villages  in  the  interior,  and  a  more  im- 
proved and  extended  system  of  roads  connecting  the  settlements 
and  counties  with  each  other,  and  with  the  principal  depots  on  the 
line  of  the  road.  An  augmented  and  steadily  increasing  annual 
surplus  would  reward  the  labors  of  the  people  in  all  that  part  of 
the  State  through  which  the  Railroad  passes ;  and  at  the  same 
time,  the  public  resources  and  power  would   keep   pace   with  the 
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progress  of  individual  prosperity  and  wealth.  And  besides  all 
these  manifest  results,  there  is  another  active  influence  it  would 
exert,  not  less  important  to  the  whole  South  than  to  South  Caro- 
lina— that  is,  the  production  of  a  large  foreign  trade,  which  must 
necessarily  spring  up  from  the  great  excess  of  the  trade  which 
would  flow  from  the  West,  over  and  above  the  domestic  demand. 
This  excess  will  remain  as  a  basis  of  a  foreign  trade ;  so  that 
apart  from  all  other  considerations — discarding  dividends  even — 
who  can  doubt,  that  if  carried  to  completion,  the  Railroad  would 
reimburse  its  cost  many  times  over  in  the  activity  and  vigor  it 
Would  give  to  the  trade  of  Charleston,  in  the  extension  of  her  for- 
eign and  internal  commerce.,  in  the  increase  of  the  agricultural 
productions  of  the  State,  and  in  the  rise  of  real  estate  ?" 

I  am,  gentlemen,  very  respectfully, 

your  obedient  servant, 

WALTER  GWYNN, 

Chf.  Eng.  B.R.R.  R. 
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Hall,  Bank  of  Charleston,  October  31,  1859. 

The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Blue 
Ridge  Railroad  Company,  in  South  Carolina,  was  held  this 
day. 

The  majority  of  the  Stock  being  represented,  the  meeting 
proceeded  to  business. 

Hon.  Charles  Macbeth,  Mayor  of  Charleston,  was  called 
to  the  Chair,  and  William  H.  Peronneau  appointed  Secre- 
tary. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  President  submitted  a  report  on  the  condition  and 
prospects  of  the  Road,  and  also  a  report  of  Colonel  Walter 
Gwynn,  Chief  Engineer,  and  statements  and  exhibits  of  the 
Treasurer,  which  were  read  and  received  as  information,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form. 

An  election  was  held  for  nine  Directors,  to  serve  for  the 
ensuing  year,  which  resulted  as  follows: 

Hon.  Edward  Frost. 

Hon.  Charles  Macbeth,  Mayor  of  Charleston. 
Henry  Gourdin. 
Charles  M.  Furman. 
George  A.  Trenholm. 
Robert  Adger. 
William  C.  Dukes. 
Charles  T.  Lowndes. 
Richard  Yeadon. 
The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

CHARLES  MACBETH,  Chairman, 

Wm.  H.  Peronneau,  Secretary. 
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Hall,  Bank  of  Charleston,  October  31,  1860. 

A  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Blue  Riidge 
Railroad  Company  of  South  Carolina,  was  held  this  day. 

An  election  was  entered  into  for  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year,  which  resulted  as  follows: 

Hon.  Edward  Frost,  President. 

Wm.  H.  Peronneau,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

The  meeting  then  adjourned. 

WM.  H.  PERONNEAU,  Secretary. 
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